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This "funbook" presents reading and writing 
activities to help children prepare for reading and writing. 
Activities introduce the alphabet, and assist children to print 
letters of the alphabet and engage in other readiness tasks. The 
margins of many of the pages present instructions for "reading 
partners." The booklet includes a removable alphabet that can be put 
where children can see it every day. It also includes a list of 10 
steps reading partners can do to help children achieve reading 
readiness. (RS) 
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NOTE FOR THE READING PARTNER 

This funbook is designed to help children prepare for reading and writing. 
As a reading partner you can engage the child in three types of activities: 



Listening to stories. ^»°'-y^^"'"9 ° °^ '^^"y f^'"^ in 

the library, bookstore, or from friends books that 
interest your child. Stories are wonderful, as are books about nature, 
people, legends and history. As you read to your child, run your finger 
below the print in the book. Talk together about the pictures. Show the 
word that names something of interest in a picture, such as "rocket" or 
"whale." Ask questions like "Why do you think this happened?" "What do 
you think will happen next?" "What would you do if..." and "If you met this 
person, what would you say to her/him?" As the child becomes more c- Tire 
of words, introduce "old favorites" like "This is the House That Jack Builr ' 
and "Old MacDonald." The repetition of familiar words lets children read 
along. 

Playing wilth sounds. °' p'^^ 

sound games with your child. "1 see something 

red (blue, green, etc.) in the room that rhymes with . What is it?" 

"Ill say a word and you say another word that rhymes." Say words that 
start with the same sound, for example, "big, ball, butter." Ask the child to 
continue a sequence you start. (This will be difficult at first, so be patient. 
Give many examples and lots of help.) 



Working on paper. ° ^"^"^ 

introducing the alphabet, printing, and othe"- 
readiness tasks. Take out the alphabet in the center of this funbook and hang it 
where the child will see it every day. Name the letters from time to time, and 
as the child becomes interested, help him/her to copy and name them. 
Follow the activities in the booklet, checking the directions printed on each 
page. Talk about each page with the chtid before starring. Do one item first 
yourself, telling the child what you are doing as you do it. Use over and over 
words like "first," "next," "beginning," "middle," "end." Let the child take 
Play on Paper to school to show the teacher what has been learned. 



All About Me! 



My name is 



My birthday is . 



The color of my hair is 



I like to eat 



I like to drink 



I have a friend called 



A Picture of Me 
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My Favorite Stories 
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FOR THE 
READING. 
PARTNER: 

Name the letter on 
the left and discuss 
the difference 
•• between capital 
and small letters. 
■ '- Help tlie child find 
and circle the 

,. same letters on the 

■it-''. 

" poge. Name all 
i ■ the picturel on the 
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jFPR THE 
PARTNER; 



• ■ Ask the child to 
name any letters" 
■ he 01' 'she kriows. 
_ Have, the- child • 
' " draw a picture . 
■■■■•/■with t-he~'lette.rs, ' 
■ Talk, about thl"' 
/; picture and give 
^- it a title. 




Make a Picture with Letters 






Title of My Picture 



My Name 



ERIC 



.1,4 



Find a Rhyme 




Hear the Sounds 




More Sounds 





lettuce 




turnip tomato 




celery 




potato pea 



My Name 



FOR THE 

READING 

PARTNER: 

■ Say the numbers 
'1 through 9 over 
and over wjjj^^he 
child until the 
child can name 
them. Then have 
the child count 
the pictures iii 
each row. . Print 

' the number on- 

'the lines. Ploy- 
with the pictures 

■_;!Dy, adding and ' 
taking awgy ("if I 
'add one more, 

•■ clown, how many 
will I hove?").' 
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Numbers 
23456789 
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What I Wcint to Learn in School 




1. 



2. 



3. 



4. 




My Name 



FOR THE READING PARTNER: 
Ten More Steps to Reading Readiness 



1 . Teach the alphabet song. Point out and name letters on street and store signs 
and in books and magazines. 

2. Emphasize the first sounds of words: "m-m-map." Do the same for the last 
sounds: "spoon-n-n." Ask the child to repeat these after you. Be patient 
This may be hard at first. 

3. Ask the child to make up a story about a favorite character. Summarize the 
child's story aloud, pointing out the beginnt'ng, the iMiddie, 

and the end. 

4. Help the child to identify and name pictures in magazines and books. 
Ask questions about objects and animals. "What is this used for?" 
"Where does this animal live?" "What does it eat?" 

5. Help the child to print his or her name. Cut out the letters of the name, 
draw a line at the bottom of each cutout so the child knows which end is up, 
and then help the child to place the letters in the right order to spell the name. 

6. Practice counting with the child from 1 to 20 (and beyond if the child is ready 
and interested). Help the child to write the numbers. 

7. Read a story aloud and then ask the child to draw a picture about it. Listen 
patiently as the child explains what is happening in the picture. 

Ask questions about the picture. 

8. Emphasize words that specify locations. Ask the child questions such as 
"What's above/below/beside/under the chair?" 

9. Point out and have the child draw shapes (square, circle, triangle), sizes 
(big, bigger, biggest, small, smaller, smallest, etc.), and use colors. 

10. Praise the child frequently for drawing, printing, looking at picture books, 
naming pictures, and asking questions about the world around him or her. 
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